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A correspondent of the Denver News
who evidently knows something of the
inside fuels concerning the organization
of the legislature in 1884 says that organ-

izing a legislature is a, very simple pro-

cess in some places, but in this territory
it is as big a thing as "hog kill in " in
the country, and is frequently done in
much the same way. The present or
ganization promises to le one of more
than ordinary interest.

Both parties claim both houses, though
on the face of the returns the democrats
have a majority of two in the council
and the republicani two in the house:
but the secretary of the territory is the
final arbiter in all such matters, and
according to time-honore- d usage in this
country a little affair like a certilicate of
election doesn't amount to much if it

stands in the way of such an organiza-

tion as the exigencies of the case re-

quire. It is said, "one with God is a

majority,'' but a secretary of New Mex-

ico can beat that hand, for he is a ma-

jority alone.

'The most flagrant case of this kind
that we probably ever had in New Mex-

ico occurred in connection with the or-

ganization of the legislature of 1884,

when a sullicient number of certificates
of election in due form were disregarded
by the secretary to change the complex-

ion of both houses. Usually the admi-
nistrationthat is, the governor doesn't
care for the lower bouse, but the posses-

sion of a majority in the council is a
matter of much importance to him, be-

cause he luís the appointing of all the
territorial ollicers auditor, treasurer,
attorney general, etc. and all the dis-

trict attorneys thiougboiit the territory,
and all thes. appointees have to be con-

firmed by the council. But on the occa-

sion referred to the governor had a

number of big financial schemes which

he wanted to put through, involving ap-

propriations to the amount of more than
$.")00,000, but be knew that the legisla-

ture as elected would not indorse these

schemes, and so he and his secretary put

their heads together and concluded to

make a legislature to fit the case, and
they did it. The house allowed the sec-

retary to organize it in his own way
without a protest, but the council
"kicked," and as soon as the secretary
began to call up people to be sworn in

who had no evidences of election and to

ignore those who held certificates in due
form, the council insisted upon its con-

stitutional right to pass upon the elec-

tion of its own members, and it insisted
so vigorously and vehemently that the
council chamber immediately became a

perfect bedlam, and after waiting half
an hour, vainly pounding with his gavel

for "order," the secretary finally gath
ered up his papers and left, declaring
that he was "prevented by a mob from

organizing the council."
On the afternoon of the same day five

persons who held certificates of election,
and three who held no credentials, met
secretly with the secretary in the gov-

ernor's office and were sworn in as the
territorial council of New Mexico, and
were at once so recognized by the gov-

ernor. But in the nienatime the seven

other gentlemen holding credentials of

election a majority of the council met
in the council chamber and organized
without the assistance of the secretary,
and when the governor's council went
over to take possession of the hall they
found it occupied by the legal council

force the

went across the street and rented a

room there held their meetings
during the session. This was the IkxIv

that has ever since been known in New

Mexico as the' "rump council," and it

enacted some of the most important leg-

islation we have ever had in the terri-

tory, giving us, among other things, all

of our present public debt. Interested
parties carried the ease to congress and
to the supreme court, but accomplished
nothing. Harrison, then
chairman of the senate committee on ter-

ritories, thought there nothing con-

gress could do in the matter, the
supreme court, after eight years, de-

cided that the secretary of the territory
the highest authority in such cases

and the court had "no right to go be-

hind the returns." With such a prece-

dent as this before him there seems
be absolutely nothing to prevent the

secretary of the territory from organiz-

ing the legislature out of any material
that, he chooses select for the purpose;
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all he needs is the "nerve," and our sec-

retaries are hardly ever deficient in that
quality.

In view of the case here referred to, '
the details of which are familiar to
everybody in the territory, it is very
natural that the present secretary should
exercise his discretion in this matter to
the extent of organizing the legislature
in such a way as to put a safe majority
on the side of the administration.

The pretext given by the secretary ten
years ago for ignoring the holders of

swearing in his friends was
that "there had been gross frauds com-

mitted" in certain localities. That may
have been true, but there was evi-

dence of it ; it was merely a matter of
common rumor, and the secretary
no official knowledge of it whatever. If
this sort of "evidence" warrants the sec-

retary in ignoring the claims of parties
who bold certificates of election, then
certainly the present secretary has
abundant reason to exercise his discre-

tion very freely, for there are more ru-

mors of fraud and more
suspicions of fraud attaching to the elec-

tion of last November than ever before

attached to any election in the territory,
and the fact that the secretary would be
fully justified in ignoring many of the
certificates that have been issued is prob-

ably what gives rise to the current belief

that he intends to do so. And if he
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plain; they invented the medicine and
administered it to the democrats fre-

quently, and now if it comes their turn
to take a dose of the same they oughtn't
to make anv wrv faces about it.

Preparations are being made to build
a spur from the Silver City and North-

ern railroad to the new smelter being

put up at Ivanhoe. Considerable work

is now being done in the mines in the
vicinity of Ivanhoe, but as soon as

the smelter is in working order thenum-lie- r

of men at work will be very largely

increased and Ivanhoe will be one of the
busiest camps in the whole southwest.
The men who are at the head of the
enterprise know what they are about ami

will be shipping copper in large quanti-

ties in a few weeks.

Bussel Agee is the new proprietor of

the postollice news stand, having pur-

chased it from B. T. Link who now ex-

pects to devote his time to the schools of

the countv.


